PONTIFEX MAXIMUS ALEXANDER VI ET
PRINCEPS
IN reviewing the Pontificate of the Lord Alexander P.P.
VI notice must be taken of the fashion which represents
Him as having been in continual fear of deposition on ac-
count of the simony by which He is alleged to have bought
the papal power. It already has been shewn that no law
existed, which made simony an annulment of election to
ecclesiastical benefices, until the reign of the Lord Julius
P.P. IL It remains to be considered whether the distribu-
tion of offices, with which the Lord Alexander P.P. VI
signalized his election, in any case would give colour to
the charge of simony.
The Conclave for the election of a Pope begins with
the Mass of the Holy Spirit chaunted in the Chapel of
St. Gregory. Afterwards, the cardinals go in procession,
singing Veni Creator Spiritus, to take possession of the
cells which they will have to occupy. These cells are erected
in a hall of the Vatican, communicating with the Xystine
Chapel. They are mere frameworks of wood hung with
fringed curtains of baize, green in the cases of cardinals
who are creatures of previous pontiffs; violet in the cases
of cardinals who are creatures of the pontiff just deceased.
On the front of each cell is a curtained doorway over which
the armorials of the occupant are shewn, surmounted by a
little swinging window. Each cardinal has a bed, a table,
and a chair, His attendants support life in discomfort as
best they may. Three hours after avemmaria, all doors and
windows communicating with the outer world are walled
up. Guards on the outside watch every avenue of access,
under command of the Hereditary Marshal of the Church,
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